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War of Independence of Bangladesh

Mohammad Issa Mian
Deputy Chief (Monitoring and Evaluation)

Background:

During the partition of India and Pakistan as a country, gained independence on August
14, 1947 following the end of British rule over South Asian Countries. The division was
made based on religion. Pakistan was created out of Muslim majority territories in the
West and East, and India was created out of the vast Hindu majority regions in the center.
The western zone was popularly called West Pakistan and the Eastern zone (modern day
Bangladesh) was called East Bengal and later, East Pakistan.

Reasons for War:

Economic Exploitation:

West Pakistan dominated the divided country and received more money than the more
populous East. Between 1948 and 1960,East Pakistan’s export earnings had been 70%
while it only received 25% of import earnings. In 1948, East Pakistan had 11 textile mills
while west had 9.In 1971, the no of textile mills in the West had grown to 150 while that
in the East had only gone up to 26. A transfer of 2.6 billion dollarsworthhasresources was
also done over time from East Pakistan to West Pakistan. More owe it was fell that much
of the income generated by the East was primarily diverted towards fighting wars in
Kashmir.

Different in religious standpoints:

One of the key issuewas the extent which Islam was followed. West Pakistan with on
overwhelming 97% Muslim [Population as less liberal than East Pakistan which was at
least 15% non-Muslim(mainly Hindus).Bengalis are proud of their common literary and
cultural heritage. The difference was made further clear after Bangladeshi independence,
when Bangladesh was established was a secular country under the name “Peoples’
Republic of Bangladesh™ rather than as the “Islamic republic of Bangladesh™. This was in
tribute to all those, Muslim and non-Muslim,who had takenpart in the independence
struggle.




Other factors including language:

In 1948, Mohammad Ali Jinnah declared in Dhaka, capital of East Pakistan, that “Urdu
and Only Urdu, shall be the state language of Pakistan”. While Bangla was spoken by the
majority of people of East Pakistan. When he declaredit, East Pakistan revolted and
several students and civilians lost their lives on February 21, 1952, The day is revered in
Bangladesh and in West Bangla as the language Martyrs’ Day.

Political Climax:

The political prelude to the War included several factors. Due to the different between the
two states, a nascent separatistmovement developed in East Pakistan. Any such
movements were sharply limited, especiallywhen Martial law was in force between 1958
and 1962 (UnderGeneral Ayub Khan) and between 1969 and 1972 (Under General Yahya
Khan). These military rules where of West Pakistan origin and continuedto favor West
Pakistan in terms of economic advantages.

The situation reached a climax when in 1970 the Awamileague,the largest East Pakistani
political party, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, won a landslide victory in the national
elections winning 167 of the 169 seats allotted for East Pakistan and a majority of the 313
total seats in the National Assembly. This victory gave the Awamileague the right to
form a government.

However, the leader of Pakistan people’s party Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, refused to allow
Rahman to become the prime Minister of Pakistan. Instead, he proposed a notion of two
Prime Ministers. Bhutto also refused to accept Rahman’s six points which would result in
autonomy for East Pakistan. On March 3, 1971, the two leaders of the two wings along
with the President General Yahya Khan met in Dhaka to decide the fate of the country.
Talks failed. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called for a nation-wide strike.

General Tikka Khan was flown into Dhaka to become Governor of East Bengal. East
Pakistani judges, including Justice Siddique, refused to swear him in.

Mv Swat, a Ship of the Pakistani Navy, carrying ammunition and soldiers, was harbored
in Chittagong port and Bengaliworkers and sailors at the port refused to unload the ship.
A unit of East Pakistan Rifles refused to obey commands to fir on Bengali demonstrators,
beginning a mutiny of Bengali soldiers.
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Between March 10 and 13, Pakistan International Airlines cancelled all their internal
routes to urgently fly “Government Passengers” to Dhaka. These so-called “Government
Passengers™ were almost exclusively Pakistani soldiers in civil uniform.

Bongobondhu’s speech on March 7:

On March 7, 1971, Bongobondhu (friendof the Bengalis) Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave
a speech at the Racecourse Ground (now called the Suhrawardy Udyan). In this speech he
directed to turn every house into a fort of resistance. He closed his speech saying,” The
struggle this time is for our freedom. The struggle this time is for our independence.”

Violence and clashes of March 25:

On the night of March 25, Pakistan Army began a violent effort to suppress the Bengali
opposition.In Bangladesh, and elsewhere, the Pakistaniactions are referred to as
“genocide”. Before carrying out these acts, all foreign journalists were systematically
deported from Bangladesh. Bengali members of militaryservices were disarmed. The
Operation was called “Operation Searchlight” by Pakistani Army and was carefully
devised by several top-ranked army generals to “crush™ Bengalis.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was considereddangerous and hence, he was arrested by
Pakistan Army. AwamiLeague was banned by General Yahya Khan.

Declaration of Independence:

On March 26, 1971, the nation waged an armed struggle against the Pakistani occupation
forces following the killings of the night of 25 March. The Pakistani forces arrested
Sheikh Mujib, who through a wireless message, had called upon the people to resist the
occupation forces.

On March 26, 1971, M.A. Hannan, An AwamiLeague leader from Chittagong, is said to
have made the first announcement of the declaration of independence over radio. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman signed an official declaration on March 25, 1971 that read:

“Today Bangladesh is sovereign and independent country. On Thursday night West
Pakistani armed forces suddenly attacked the police barracks at Razarbagh and the EPR
headquarters at Pilkhana in Dhaka. Many innocent and unarmed have been killed in
Dhaka city and other places of Bangladesh. Violent clashes between EPR and police on
the one hand and the armed forces of Pakistan on the other, are going on. The Bengali are
fighting the enemy with great courage for an independent Bangladesh. May God aid us in
our fight for freedom, Joy Bangla.”

—
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A telegram reached some students in Chittagong. They realized the message could be
broadcast from Agrabad Station of Radio Pakistan. They failed to secure permission from
higher authorities to broadcast the message. They crossed Kalurghatbridge into an area
controlled by East BengalRegiment under Major Ziaur Rahman. Bengali soldiers guarded
the station as engineersprepared for transmission. At 19:45 On March 26, 1971. Major
Ziaur Rahman Broadcast another announcement of the declaration of Independence on
behalf of Sheikh Mujibur which is as follows:

This is Shadin Bangla BetarKendro. I, Major Ziaur Rahman, at the direction of
Bongobondhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, here by declare that the independent Peoples’
Republic of Bangladesh has been established. At this direction, I have taken commandas
the temporary Head of the Republic. In the name of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, I call upon
all Bengalis to rise against the attack by the West Pakistani Army.We shall fight to the
last to free our Motherland. By the grace of Allah, victory is ours. Joy Bangla.”

Kalurghat Radio Station’s transmission capability was limited. The message was picked
up by a Japanise ship in Bay of Bengal and then re-transmitted by Radio Australia and
later the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).

March 26, 1971 is hence considered the official “Independence Day” of Bangladesh.

End of the War and Victory of Bangladesh:

After the declaration of independence,the Pakistan Military sought to quell them, but
increasing numbers of Bengali soldiersdefected to the underground Bangladesh Army.
These Bengali units slowly merged into the Mukti Bahini and bolstered their weaponry.
They then jointly launched operations against the Pakistan Army to inductRazakars, a
paramilitary force, from the local populace to bolster their numbers. These people were
essentiallyviewed as traitors and with suspicion by local Bengalis.

Meanwhile, On the ground, nearly three brigades of Mukti Bahini along with the India
forcesfought in a conventional formation. This was supplemented by guerilla style attacks
on Pakistanis who were facing hostilities on land, air, water in both covert and overt
ways. Undeterred, Pakistan tried to fight back and boost the sagging morale by
incorporating the special services Group commandos in sabotage and rescue missions.
This however could not stop the juggrmant of the invading columns whose speed and
power were too much to contain for the Pakistan Army. On December 16, 1971, within
Just 12 days, the capital Dhaka fell to the MitroBahini-the allied forces. Lt. Gen.
Niazisurrendered to the combined forces headed by its commander Lt. Gen. Jagjit Singh
Aurora by singing the instrument of surrender at RamnaRacecourse, 16:31
Indianstandardtime Bangladesh became liberated. December 16 is the victery day of
Bangladesh.
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How can you slow down the spread of COVID-19?

BY LUBA KHALILI (Daughter of Member (Finance)
AND
DR ANABEEL SEN

Panic and pandemic are in the air. Cough etiquette and social distancing are the new
buzzwords. Granted, the novel coronavirus is the newest threat to humans, and new
information is being discovered as we write. What do we know about this virus, so far?
How can we utilise this information to keep ourselves and our loved ones safe?

The basics

The virus originated from an animal and infected a human host, in December 2019 at a
seafood market in Wuhan, China. Since then, it has been able to travel the world through
human hosts, infecting about 169,300 people worldwide — according to data from John
Hopkins University, which has been mapping the 2019-nCoV outbreak.

This strain of the coronavirus attacks the respiratory system, causing a disease called
COVID-19. According to the World Health Organisation, the infection can sometimes
cause pneumonia, kidney failure, and even death.

Good news: In about 80% of the cases, COVID-19 is self-limiting, meaning patients will
recover on their own without needing external medical assistance.

Bad news: The elderly and those with comorbid conditions such as diabetes, heart
problems, and asthma, run the most risk of becoming seriously ill from COVID-19. This
doesn’t mean young people are off the hook — the novel coronavirus is extremely
infectious/contagious. That’s why healthy, young people run the risk of transmitting the
virus to people around them, and thus, need to practice basic hygiene measures at all
times.

How do we catch COVID-19?

When we sneeze or cough, we let out tiny droplets into the air. When an infected person
does this, they allow for the virus to spread. The droplets either land on surfaces around
the person, and other people catch it by touching the surfaces, then touching their eyes,
nose, or mouth with contaminated hands.

It is also possible to become infected if one is too close to an infected person (via their
cough or breath) and WHO recommends that people stay at least three feet away from

people exhibiting signs of sickness.
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How do I know I have it?

It is easy to confuse COVID-19 with a common cold or the flu (it is flu season after all),
but fever with a dry cough is enough to merit secking medical assistance. Symptoms can
take about 2-14 days to appear.

WHO says people can catch the disease from someone who does not even feel unwell,
but as a mild cough. The subtle ways in which the disease manifests makes vigilance
extremely important.

Squeaky clean and super safe

Practicing hygiene is the best way to stay safe from the virus. Why? A layer of lipid (oily
fat) surrounds the novel coronavirus. Soaps are designed to break apart grease and fat
bonds, and so when we effectively wash our hands (watch a quick video on the proper
way to get our hands squeaky clean), the soap breaks through the outer layer of the virus,
making it difficult for the virus to survive for long,

As we live through this pandemic, it is important that the practice of washing hands is
instilled in every single person. Washing hands should be done routinely and mindfully.
There are obvious signs of when to wash hands, such as when they are visibly unclean, or
after touching something dirty or using the loo. But in these drastic times, we should also
be mindful to clean up:

After sneezing or coughing

Before and after caring for someone ill

Food — before and after preparing food, as well as eating it
Under the weather?

Feeling unwell and coughing? Mask on. If there is a shortage of resources, masks should
be kept for those who are sick and those caring for them. Note that disposable masks
should be changed every eight hours

Cough etiquette is important in the midst of an outbreak such as this. When coughing or
sneezing, it is recommended to do so in a tissue (to be discarded in a closed bin), or into
our elbow — not our hands.

As the world discovers the novel coronavirus a little bit more each day, we would do well
to not panic. Keeping an eye out for new information on the virus can help us understand
our actions a lot better (WHO 1is a great source — read their myth-busting on the virus).
Even amidst the pandemic, prevention is simple.

We can all do our bit to prevent the spread of COVID-19, even if we haven’t been
infected. By steering clear of crowds, keeping ourselves and our spaces clean, and not
touching our face, it is possible to keep the novel coronavirus at bay. We can,‘at the very
least, slow the spread of COVID-19.
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